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(57) Abstract: There is provided a region extraction method for ex- 
tracting a contour of a desired region. The method includes: a step 
(a) for displaying an image; a step (b) for selecting a desired re- 
gion in the image; a step (c) for selecting an element graphic corre- 
sponding to at least a partial contour in a partial region in the desired 
region; a step (d) for approximating the contour of a part of the el- 
ement image to at least a partial counter in the partial region; a step 
(e) for repeating the steps (c) to (d) at least twice; and a step (Q for 
making a first contour by combining at least a part of elements after 
the approximation. 
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